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I am

11-15
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5-10
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I am
over

18

I am

16-18
years

Nippers
• Surf Play 1 & 2 (U6-U7)

• Surf Aware 1 & 2 (U8-U9)

• Surf Safe 1 & 2 (U10-U11)

• Resuscitation Certificate 
(min 10yrs)

Junior 
Competition

• Junior Carnival 
Participation (U8+)

Individual events & 
Team events

• State Pool Rescue 
Competition (U11+)

Leadership
• SLSSA Youth Advisory 
• Lifesaving Development 

Camp (16-17yrs only)

• Youth Representative on 
Club Committee

Competition
Open competitor
• Champion Patrol, Surf 

Boats, Surf Skis, IRB 
Racing (Crew)

• State Teams: Ocean/
Beach, Surf Boats & IRB 
Racing

Employment
• VACSWIM Instructor 
• VACSWIM Instructor In 

Charge
• “Surf Ed” Instructor
• SLSSA Commercial Trainer
• SLSSA Beach Lifeguard
• Club bar facilities work

Education
All previous awards, plus:
• Pool Lifeguard Certificate
• SA Boat License 
• Training Officers Certificate
• Assessors Certificate
• Silver Medallion IRB Drivers 
• Silver Medallion Aquatic Rescue
• Silver Medallion Patrol Captain 
• Pool Operators Course 
RTO Aligned Award
• Cert IV Training & Assessment

Leadership
• Club Sub-Committee 
• Future Presidents’ Forum
• Club Committee/Board
• SLSSA Advisory Committees
• SLSSA Board
National Opportunities
• National Leadership College (18-30yrs only)

• National Leadership 
Masterclass (30+yrs)

Opportunities
• Club EcoSurf 

Ambassador, 
environmental leaders 

• Youth Event Crew, surf 
sport carnival crew 

• Club social events & 
activities

Employment
• Pool Lifeguard, 

commercial facility
• VACSWIM Instructor (min 

17yrs)

Education
• Silver Medallion Aquatic Rescue 
• Pool Lifeguard Certificate
• IRB Crew 
• Silver Medallion IRB Drivers (min 17yrs)

RTO/VET Aligned Awards
• Cert II Workplace Safety
• Cert II Public Safety (Aquatic Rescue)
• Cert III Public Safety (Aquatic Rescue)
• Cert IV Training & Assessment
• SACE Research Project (high school 

students only)

Lifesaving
Club Patrolling
• Patrol Jet Ski operator (min 17 yrs)

• Patrol IRB Driver (min 17 yrs)

• ATV operator (min 17 yrs)

Emergency Operations
• SurfCom Operator 
• RPAS (drone) pilot 
• Jet Rescue Boat Crew

Lifesaving
All previous club patrolling 
opportunities, plus:
• Patrol Captain 
• Water Safety Supervisor 
All previous Emergency Operations, plus:
• Jet Rescue Boat Driver 
• Westpac Rescue Helicopter Crew (min 20yrs) 

Advanced Roles
• Duty Officer
• Event/Carnival Safety Officer
• Beach Lifeguard (paid position)

Competition
All Open competitions, plus:
Coaching 
• Foundation Coach (Junior surf sports only)
• Development Coach 
• Performance Coach (by invitation)
Officiating
• Core Official (Junior surf sports only)
• Technical Official
• National officiating opportunities
• Senior Official (by invitation)
State Team Leadership 
• State Team Manager/Assistant Manager 
• State Team Support Crew, such as physio, 

bus driver, etc 
• State Team Coach (by invitation)
Masters competition begins at 30 years

Lifesaving
• Rostered patrolling (on 

obtaining SRC or BM)
• Patrol IRB Crew (min 15yrs)

Employment
• VACSWIM Volunteer 

Instructor (min 13yrs)

• VACSWIM Assistant 
Instructor (min 15yrs)

Leadership
• U14-U15 Youth 

Development Camp
• SLSSA Youth Advisory 

Committee (min 13yrs)

• Youth Representative on 
Club Committee

Opportunities
• Club EcoSurf 

Ambassador, 
environmental leaders 
(min 13yrs)

• Youth Event Crew, surf 
sport carnival crew (min 

13yrs)

•  Club social events & 
activities

Competition
Youth Competitor
U12+:
• 5 Person R&R, Board Rescue
U13+:
• Champion Lifesaver
• Youth High Performance Squad
U14+ (Youth Competitor):
• First Aid Competition, Board 

Riding Competition
• Youth Pathway Cup Team
• Pool Rescue State Team

Education
• Surf Smart 1 & 2 (U12-U13)

• Basic Emergency Life Support 
(min 12yrs)

• Surf Rescue Certificate (min 13yrs)

• Bronze Medallion (min 14yrs)

• Advance Resuscitation 
Techniques Certificate (min 15yrs)

Parent/Guardian 
options

• Age Group Assistant
• Age Group Manager
• Nipper Water Safety Certificate
• Foundation Coach (coaching Juniors only)

• Core Official (officiating Juniors only)

• Age Manager Mentor (min 3 yrs 

experience as an Age Manager)

• Junior Committee member


